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fervent in denouncing his proceedings the main discredit for the
failure fell on them. Hitler in the meantime had given the French
some justification for their attitude, by taking advantage of the situa-
tion, as they predicted he would, to march his troops into the de-
militarized area of the Rhineland.
Two conclusions seemed to follow from this experience, first that
when a war has once broken out, it cannot be stopped by any measure
short of another and perhaps greater war; second that, while Ger-
many remained outside the League and her action uncertain, it was
impossible for France and Britain to act wholeheartedly together in
defence of the Covenant. By the summer of 1936 it seemed to be
the special task of British statesmansllip to build a bridge between
France and Germany, and Mr. Eden was at work exploring the con-
ditions which Hitler proposed for the return of Germany to the
League. There was much talk about " reforming the League," but
it was becoming clear that no change in its statutes or machinery
would avail, if Germany stood aloof and the feud between her and
France remained unhealed. That great central schism was thus still
under the new order as under the old diplomacy, the main problem
of European and even world peace.
POSTSCRIPT.
A few points may be added from certain books and documents
which have been published since the foregoing pages were in type.
The penultimate volume of the British Documents (Gooch and
Temperley, Vol. X, part i) brings out the difficulty in which Grey
was placed with Russia by the action of Mr. Morgan Shuster, the
American who was appointed to reorganize Persian finances, in 1911.
Grey had no doubt that Shuster was a single-minded man whose
" aims were admirable and just," but he was obliged to admit that
the appointment by him of a British officer to an administrative post
in what had been acknowledged as the Russian sphere of interest
was contrary to the spirit, if not .actually to the letter, of the British-
Russian Convention. He did his utmost to compose the quarrel,
but when it became clear that a Russian occupation of Teheran could
only be avoided by Mr. Shuster's departure, he submitted to it as,
in his own words, " the lesser of two evils."
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